
                                                                

Green cover increases in Pune municipal limits 
26 August 2021 
 
Pune: The tree count in Pune municipal limits has gone up by 8.5 lakh since 2016, with an average of 

1.7 lakh trees being added to the city’s green cover annually in the last five years, the 2020 

Environment Status Report of the PMC revealed.The report, however, said the presence of fewer 

trees in the Peth areas was a cause of concern. “The developmental and infrastructure projects have 

been carried out in the densely populated areas, which has led to tree cutting. Even though, trees 

were planted to compensate for the tree cutting, a majority of them were planted in the fringe 

areas. The core city areas hardly have place for tree plantation,” said a senior PMC official. 

The 2016 environment status report (ESR) of the PMC had stated that the civic areas had around 

38.60 lakh trees. The number has gone up to 47.13 lakh trees as per ESR of 2020. 

“The merger of 11 villages has helped in increasing the count of trees. The tree census, which was 

started a few years ago is now complete,” said Mangesh Dighe, environment officer of PMC told TOI. 

 

As per the civic data, the per capita tree count has gone up from 1.23 to 1.39 since 2016. The civic 

areas also have 429 different tree species. Civic official said the promotion and improvement of 

urban forests at Pachgaon Parvati, Warje, Bhamburda and Dhanori also helped in improving the 

green cover, which is spread over 1,800 acre. 

The tree census showed that the Dhankawdi-Sahkarnagar areas had the highest number of trees at 

11 lakh. The Bhavani Peth had around, 12,000 trees, which is the lowest. 

According to the PMC data, the civic body had initiated the tree census in 2016. It was based on 

Geographical Information System (GIS) to effectively map and enumerate the city’s trees. The 

location, type and other details of each tree were recorded. Funds for geo-tagging trees were made 

available. 

Around 200 people worked on the tree census, which will be a continuous process and the data will 

be updated online every month. 

Citizens can post their suggestions and objections regarding the data and the administration will 

make changes, if needed. 
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